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i8TH. The caravan being obliged to halt here, in order to
dry their tents, S?c. furnished me with the wished-for oppor-
tunity of visiting Al Kander1. Accordingly, by the persuasive
argument of a dollar, I prevailed on a cameller to accompany
me thither; when, arming myself with a brace of pistols, I set
out at eight o'clock, and arrived at the castle about thirty
after nine.
The magnificent appearance of these ruins almost persuaded
me they were part of the antient Babylon.
The Arab, my companion, declined entering for fear of
serpents or wild beasts. So taking a pistol in each hand I
ventured alone, creeping thro' a hole in the gate-way, which
was nearly filled up with rubbish.
I crossed the building over heaps of stones, and went out
at the north gate. After which, going round it as close as the
ruins would permit, I counted my paces, in order to form
some guess at its dimensions.
This fortress consists of a square castle, surrounded by an
envelope, or exterior wall, of the same shape, casmated and
fortified with towers and turrets. The envelope, or surround-
ing wall, is an exact square, whose sides face the cardinal
points of the compass; each measuring seven hundred feet,
being two hundred and fifty of my paces2.
On each angle is a round tower of about twenty feet in
1  Although Roberts probably saw Ukhaidir, and Beawes certainly did,
it remained for Plaisted to record its name. But to Carmichael belongs the
credit of being the first Englishman to appreciate its wonders, to have the
initiative both to explore it, and to attempt a detailed description of the
ruins. Two other travellers had visited Ukhaidir long before this. Taver-
nier, in 1638, saw it* and described it shortly, but Delia Valle, in August
1625, was actually the first European to record its existence, and was
probably its rediscoverer.  He called it c the ruins of an ancient Fabrick,
perfectly square with thirteen Pillasters, or round Columns on each side
without..,.The Arabs call this Fabric Cafr Chaider*   For details of this
imposing ruin see Memoires de TInstitut franfais <f Archealogie ori^ntale
du Caire,  vol.  xxvii,   1910,  M. Massis^non; also Amurath to Amtarath^
pp. 140-58.
2  The outside walls of Ukhaidir would appear practically a square;
actually they measure 508 feet by 531 feet.   From whichever side it is
viewed, thirteen bastions can be counted, the central doorway on each
side making up the odd one.  See Amurath to Amurath, Fig. 77 and plan,
Fig. 79-
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